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Literacy in R.E.
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Across  
 2 The great Jewish leader who freed the Hebrews 

from slavery in Egypt. (5) 
 6 The final meal that Jesus shared with his 

disciples on the night before he was arrested.  
It was a Passover meal. (4,6) 

 7 The place where Jesus was born, according to 
the Gospels. (9) 

 10 One of the original followers of Jesus.  They 
were also called apostles. (8) 

 11 A religious place where nuns live. (7) 
 16 A religion based on the teachings of Jesus 

Christ. (12) 
 17 A place where men belonging to a religious order, 

live and work. (9) 
 18 A substance which is burned to give off sweet 

smelling fumes.  It is used as part of worship in 
Orthodox, Roman Catholic and some High 
Anglican churches. (7) 

 19 A raised platform in a church.  It is where the 
priest conducts the service and delivers the 
sermon. (6) 

Down  
 1 A story that has a moral and religious message.  

They were often used by Jesus as a way of 
getting his message across to the people. (7) 

 2 A name used by the Roman Catholic Church for 
the service of Holy Communion. (4) 

 3 An admission by a Christian of sins committed.  
These are a formal part of Roman Catholic 
Church practice. (10) 

 4 A title given to a chief bishop in the Roman 
Catholic and Anglican Churches. (10) 

 5 The city where Jesus was put to death. (9) 
 8 The day on which Christians remember the death

of Jesus on the cross. (4,6) 
 9 The main church in a diocese, which contains the 

seat of the bishop. (9) 
 12 Christianity and part of its scriptures grew out 

of this religion. (7) 
 13 A cross which has the image of the body of 

Jesus. (8) 
 14 A title used to refer to Jesus. (4) 
 15 Someone ordained in the Protestant or Roman 

Catholic Church.  They can perform the 
sacraments. (6) 
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•  over 1,400 key terms identified;

•  includes free site licence & VLE Licence;

•  CD ROM features INTERACTIVE Crosswords;

•  differentiated by task and outcome

'Literacy in R.E.' engages pupils in an enjoyable study of vocabulary related to the major
world religions & spiritual, moral & ethical issues.  The series is conveniently available in
seven different packs covering Christianity, Issues, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Sikhism &
Buddhism - you only need order those packs that are relevant to your scheme of work.  Over
1,400 key terms have been identified across the seven different packs.  The crosswords,
wordsearches, glossaries & word exercises can all be used at any time & are equally
suitable for homework, classwork or exam revision. The complete resource pack consists of over
400 photocopy masters & is available on CD ROM in both Microsoft Word & Adobe Acrobat
formats.  The CD ROM allows you to easily print any photocopy masters for duplication & also
provides up to 74 interactive crosswords - you can now view, complete, check & print crosswords
from within your favourite Web Browser, e.g. Internet Explorer.  The interactive crosswords are
ideally suited for use on an interactive whiteboard for group work or for depolyment on your VLE.
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Literacy in R.E. - Issues
Prejudice & Discrimination 1
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H N B E V F C D R D T S G H U J I P L
K M J N G F E R C O M M U N I T Y K A

 
1. Try to find the following words in the wordsearch above. 
2. The words can only be found in rows or columns. 
 
AGEISM 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
COMMUNITY 
DISABILITY 
DISCRIMINATION 
ELDERLY 
EQUALITY 

GENOCIDE 
IMMIGRATION 
INTEGRATION 
INTOLERANCE 
MENTALLY ILL 
MIND 
 

PARABLE 
RACE 
RACISM 
SEXISM 
SLAVERY 
TOLERANCE 
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Literacy in R.E. - BUDDHISM
Crossword & Wordsearch Solutions - 1 to 6
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Buddhism 3  Buddhism 4 
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Buddhism 5  Buddhism 6 
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Issues - Belief in God 1

RE 2

Answers

to crosswords

& wordsearches

Included!



Differentiate by allowing the pupils to choose a crossword or wordsearch - the associated word
exercises ensure a similar outcome. The support sheets (see facing page) can be used with the
crosswords to provide a differentiated intermediate task level between a crossword and a
wordsearch.  Solutions to the crosswords and wordsearches are also provided.
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You are free to photocopy and enlarge these small page views for immediate inspection purposes only.  Please respect our copyright.

Use MS Word to edit terminology or alter clues and definitions!

Literacy in R.E.
Islam 2

Literacy in R.E.
Sikhism 1

Literacy in R.E.
Judaism 1
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Literacy in R.E.
Hinduism 2
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Across  

 2 A Hindu god, one of the Trimurti with 
Brahma and Shiva, and known as the 
'Preserver.' (6) 

 4 A short piece of sacred writing or prayer, 
often chanted in a mandir. (6) 

 6 The monkey warrior god - the son of Pavana, 
the wind God. (7) 

 8 Actions which affect rebirth to the next 
life. (5) 

 9 Holy food shared with the gods during 
worship. (7) 

 13 A shrine room, also called a garbagriha, or 
an adytum. (5) 

 14 The Hindu goddess of knowledge. (9) 
 16 The festival of lights celebrated at the end 

of one year and the beginning of the next. 
(6) 

 18 The Hindu New Year. (5) 
 19 The most sacred river of India, where 

pilgrims go to bathe and wash away their 
sins.  Known as the �Gunga� in India. (6) 

Down  

 1 A devotional song used in Hindu worship. (6) 
 2 A 'division' in the Hindu social system. (5) 
 3 A Hindu holy book, which includes the 

Bhagavad Gita. (11) 
 5 A nine day autumn festival dedicated to 

Durga and the celebration of motherhood. 
(9) 

 7 The Hindu chariot festival that represents 
Krishna�s journey from Gokul to Mathura. 
(5,5) 

 10 An offering to a god or goddess. (9) 
 11 The festival of colours, held in spring. (4) 
 12 A holy place in a Hindu home or mandir. (6) 
 14 A large stringed instrument used in Hindu 

ceremonies. (5) 
 15 Body postures used to aid meditation. (6) 
 17 The God of Fire who acts as a mediator 

between humans and the gods. (4) 
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Across  

 3 The Muslim sect which accepts and follows the 
line of succession from Abu Bakr after that of 
Muhammad. (5) 

 4 The veil which women wear.  Unless they are in 
the company of their immediate family, they are 
required to cover all of their body except for 
their hands and face. (5) 

 6 Moses, the prophet who received the Torah 
(Tawrah). (4) 

 8 A friend of the prophet Muhammad.  He became 
the first Mu'adhin of Islam - one who calls 
people to pray. (5) 

 11 The Muslim call to prayer.  It is said five times 
each day. (5) 

 12 The festival that breaks the fast after 
Ramadan. (2-2-4) 

 14 The Muslim name for Jesus, whom they believe 
to be a prophet of Allah. (3) 

 15 A way of life. (3) 
 16 The important Muslim building, which is located 

on Temple Mount in the City of Jerusalem. 
(4,2,3,4) 

 18 The Torah, the book given to Musa (Moses). (6) 
 19 The prayer (salah), which can be performed 

after midday until the afternoon. (4) 

Down  

 1 An individual struggle against evil.  The word can 
also be used for a collective defence of the 
Islamic community. (5) 

 2 The phrase, which appears before each surah in 
the Qur'an.  It consists of the following - "in the 
name of the merciful, the compassionate". (9) 

 5 One of the most sacred objects in Islam, 
situated in the South East corner of the Ka'bah 
in Makkah. (5,5) 

 6 A gift given by a husband to his wife at marriage 
time. (4) 

 7 The person who is also referred to as the Adhan. 
He is the person who calls people to pray.  The 
English term for this word is muezzin. (7) 

 9 The title given to a female Muslim who has 
completed the Hajj. (6) 

 10 The city where Muhammad went to in 622CE and 
founded the first Islamic state.  It is referred 
to as the 'City of the Prophet'. (2-7) 

 13 The Muslim name for Abraham. (7) 
 17 The prayer beads Muslims use to help them 

remember the 99 names of Allah. (6) 400
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Across  

 1 A skullcap worn by male Jews. (6) 
 4 A roll of parchment on which the Torah is 

written. (6) 
 6 This means 'A Son of the Commandment' and 

refers to the stage where a boy becomes a man 
in the Jewish faith. (3,7) 

 9 The first five books of the Jewish Bible, 
containing the most important teaching in their 
holy books.  It is also called the Pentateuch. (5) 

 12 The holy books.  The main Jewish holy book is 
called the Tenakh. (10) 

 14 This refers to the Jews living outside their 
homeland.  This has happened to them many 
times in their history. (5) 

 15 A Jewish teacher, who often leads worship in a 
synagogue.  Their main job is to teach Jews 
about the law. (5) 

 17 A Jewish place of worship.  It comes from a 
word meaning 'assembly'. (9) 

 18 Making up for something you have done wrong. 
(9) 

 19 A King of Egypt. (7) 
 20 A devotional poem read during synagogue 

services. (5) 

Down  

 2 Someone who tells people what God wants of 
them.  Amos, Hosea and Isaiah are examples.  
They spoke out to try to persuade the Hebrews 
to remain faithful to their one God. (7) 

 3 The Jewish language in which the Torah is read.  
In an Orthodox synagogue the service is in this 
language. (6) 

 5 A seven-branched candlestick often used as a 
symbol for Judaism.  There is usually one in a 
synagogue as there was one in the original 
Temple in Jerusalem. (7) 

 7 An offering made to God. (9) 
 8 To go without food and drink, often for religious 

reasons.  Jews fast at Yom Kippur for 25 hours. 
(4) 

 10 A group of people meeting at worship. (12) 
 11 An unjustified dislike of people, often based on 

race or religion.  Jews have often been victims 
of this. (9) 

 13 The escape from Egypt led by Moses.  This is 
remembered at Pesach (Passover). (6) 

 16 The name for the Jewish religion. (7) 
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Across  

 3 A word that means teacher.  Literally, "One who 
leads from darkness into light".  There are ten 
of them in Sikhism. (4) 

 6 The main language spoken in the Punjab, where 
Sikhism began.  It is also spoken by Sikhs all 
over the world. (7) 

 7 The festival of light, shared with Hindus. (6) 
 10 This means 'free kitchen'.  It is the name used 

for the meal prepared at the Gurdwara.  
Everyone eats this after a service. (6) 

 12 An area in the North West of India where 
Sikhism originated.  It means the 'land of five 
rivers'. (6) 

 14 A handkerchief, which Sikh boys wear over their 
long hair before they are old enough to wear a 
turban. (5) 

 15 A Sikh service in a Gurdwara. (5) 
 16 A name, given to all Sikh females, which means 

'princess'.  This shows how women should behave 
and be treated. (4) 

 18 A name adopted by male Sikhs.  It means 'lion.'  
It describes how male Sikhs should behave and 
be treated.  A lion is strong and fearless but also 
caring and gentle. (5) 

 19 The first Guru and the founder of Sikhism. 
(1469-1539) (4,5) 

Down  

 1 One of 5 K's - a sword to defend their faith and 
the poor and helpless. (6) 

 2 A head covering worn by male Sikhs.  It is a 
special time for a boy when he becomes old 
enough to wear one.  It is an important symbol of 
Sikhism. (6) 

 4 Someone who has been killed for his beliefs. (6) 
 5 The singing to music of the songs found in the 

Guru Granth Sahib. (6) 
 8 The preparation and the eating of a meal 

together after the service in the Gurdwara. (7) 
 9 One of the 5 K's - a steel bracelet worn by Sikhs

on the right hand.  It is a reminder that God is 
one, and that all members of the Khalsa are equal
before God. (4) 

 11 The building where the Guru Granth Sahib is 
kept and the place where Sikhs meet to worship. 
The word means 'doorway of the guru'. (8) 

 13 A 'follower' or 'disciple' - someone who follows 
the teachings of the 10 Gurus. (4) 

 17 A classical Indian tune. (4) 

Issues - Topics Covered
Topics Crosswords

Abortion 2

Animal Issues 1

Belief In God 3
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Literacy in R.E.
Islam 3

B H V G S A W M S E D R G Y H U K O
L O K I J U V A B U B A K R M K I L
B S A D A Q A H N V H F Y R T E D A
V D F R E S E D U J Y H T J E D R Y
W S X K H A L I F A H I K I O L Y L
T B H G A I L A D S R F A B P O I A
A G V Y D E S L U H I J A R A F A T
H O K L I W S M A Q S W B I M J K U
N I G H T J O U R N E Y N L U Y T L
I F V R H E W N J M U H Y G R D W Q
K P L O K B H T D C S X I I K R F A
L P K O N S C A Q R T S D B G Y P D
T V U A Q U N Z A K A T U L F I T R
A X T Y H B S A L M N B L I J U H T
W A H E W H A R A M S H A R I F Y T
H C M E W A N H B I Y T D O K U H J
I Q A M A H I H F N E S H K M J N X
D R N W S E D S H A R I A H P L O K

 
1. Try to find the following words in the wordsearch above. 
2. The words can only be found in rows or columns. 
 
ABU BAKR 
ARAFAT 
HADITH 
HARAM SHARIF 
ID-UL-ADHA 
IQAMAH 
JIBRIL 

KHALIFAH 
LAYLAT-UL-QADR 
MAHDI AL-MUNTAZAR 
MINA 
NIGHT JOURNEY 
SADAQAH 
SAWM 

SHARI'AH 
SUBHAH 
TAHNIK 
TAWHID 
UTHMAN 
ZAKAT�UL-FITR 
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Literacy in R.E.
Christianity 3

L A O W K D B N V J D O L W S L E L K N
C R U C I F I X I O N B C K D I E N V S
O M J R E H S S F R G N H E M G I K D O
N V F E W D H O L Y G H O S T R G Y J H
F T J M E H O G H H H W I W H L P S C W
E T H A H G P E W S B G R E R N F U J D
S U J T T G E D W S K I S E R M O N P L
S K M I M N K G L P R W T O L O N H N B
I I K O O L E F V N N H A P O S T L E S
O E D N A J F I U E V B L G H J M O O L
N K S I E J A G F W S D L E C T E R N J
A Y G C X S S T A T U E S J H R J D T R
L U J I K X T B G E E S W S A Y V S I N
N B H D M X I R G S D C P O P E V P M N
Y T U R M I N I S T E R K I E S D R N A
R N V S Y T G K I A E H H O L Y L A N D
J D U E K D J S N M I E L A K D J Y Y U
O E P F K M C N D E P E K D N B J E T Y
M B J U V I R G I N M A R Y E R T R O L
S H N C G B D Y E T P F O R N B H C K E

 
1. Try to find the following words in the wordsearch above. 
2. The words can only be found in rows or columns. 
 
APOSTLES 
BISHOP 
CHAPEL 
CHOIR STALLS 
CONFESSIONAL 
CREMATION 
CRUCIFIXION 

FASTING 
FONT 
HOLY GHOST 
HOLY LAND 
LECTERN 
LORD'S PRAYER 
MINISTER 

NEW TESTAMENT 
PEWS 
POPE 
SERMON 
SIN 
STATUES 
VIRGIN MARY 
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Word Explanation
 Adytum
 Arti Lamp
 Bhagavad Gita
 Caste System
 Diva
 Ganesha
 Guru
 Hinduism
 Kama
 Linga
 Mandir
 Natraj
 Pradakshina
 Ramayana
 Sacred Thread Ceremony
 Saptapadi
 Shivarattri
 Sita
 Trimurti
 Varanasi
 Vimana

Literacy in R.E. - Word Exercise B
 Hinduism 1

You are free to photocopy and enlarge these small page views for immediate inspection purposes only.  Please respect our copyright.

Suitable to support classwork, homework or exam revision!

The exercises associated with each topic are graded with respect to conceptual difficulty
and therefore teachers can easily decide on the suitability of a crossword for a particular
class or pupil.  Print the word exercises (below left) on the back of crosswords or
wordsearches to complement those activities and to provide pupils with a topic glossary.

'Literacy In R.E.' is easily
adapted, e.g. key word lists,
wall displays, literacy diaries,
exam revision, etc.
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Literacy in R.E.
Crossword Support

Literacy in R.E.- Crossword Support 
Judaism 1 

These words are the answers to the clues.  Use them to do the crossword. 
 
Atonement 
Bar Mitzvah 
Congregation 
Exile 
Exodus 
Fast 
Hebrew 
 
 

Judaism 
Kippah 
Menorah 
Pharaoh 
Prejudice 
Prophet 
Psalm 
 

Rabbi 
Sacrifice 
Scriptures 
Scroll 
Synagogue 
Torah 
 

Literacy in R.E. - Crossword Support 
Judaism 2 

These words are the answers to the clues.  Use them to do the crossword. 
 
Ark 
Bimah 
Cantor 
Circumcision 
Covenant 
Diaspora 
Eternal  
 

Hanukiah 
Hanukkah 
Holocaust 
Kosher 
Leaven 
Mantle 
Parchment 
 
 

Persecution 
Plague 
Sermon 
Tabernacle 
Temple 
Tenakh 
 

Literacy in R.E. - Crossword Support 
Judaism 3 

These words are the answers to the clues.  Use them to do the crossword. 
 
Adonai 
Amidah 
Bat Mitzvah 
Huppah 
Idol  
Mezuzah 
Pilgrimage 

Purim 
Seder 
Shabbat 
Shavuot 
Shema 
Sukkot 
Tallit 

Talmud 
Tzedaka 
Yad 
Yarmulke 
Yom Kippur 
Zedakah 
 

 

Complete the following table. 
The words are from the Hinduism 1 crossword or wordsearch. 
Write down your own explanation of the words. 
Include examples where you can. 
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Word or Phrase Explanation
 A shrine Room, also called a garbagriha, or a cella.
 A lamp made of a small cotton wick soaked in ghee.  They are lit as
 an offering to the gods and passed around the congregation.
 A Hindu holy book written in the form of a long poem in which god is
 in the form of Krishna.
 The organisation of varnas and jatis - groups within Hindu society.
 A lamp with a cotton wool wick dipped in ghee, which is lit when
 performing puja.
 The son of Parvati, a Hindu god shown with an elephant's head - a
 sign of strength.  He is the god who removes difficulties.
 A Hindu spiritual teacher.
 The oldest major world religion.  Most Indians follow this faith.
 The Hindu god of love.
 An image of a god kept in a shrine room.
 A Hindu Temple.
 Another name for the god Shiva, in the pose of the Lord Of
 The Dance.
 A processional passage around the shrine room. Worship may include
 walking around the shrine.
 The Hindu story of Rama and Sita.
 The most important of the Samskars.  A special ceremony observed
 mainly by the Brahmin caste when a boy begins his 'second birth'
 and starts to learn about religion from a guru.
 The seven steps around a fire in the Hindu marriage ceremony.
 A solemn festival devoted to the worship of Shiva.
 The wife of Rama.
 The three gods, Brahmin, Vishnu and Shiva.
 An Indian town on the River Ganges, previously known as Benares.
 The oldest centre of Hindu pilgrimage.
 The central sanctuary in a mandir.

Literacy in R.E. - Word Exercise A
Hinduism 1

Complete the following table. 
The missing words are the answers from the Hinduism 1 crossword. 
The words will be in alphabetical order when the table is completed. 

P T A B E R N A C L E

D A E I I

I R N M R

A C A A C

S H A N U K K A H U

P M H S E R M O N

C O V E N A N T C

R N I

M A N T L E S

H A N U K I A H

P O O

K L L E A V E N

C A N T O R A O R T

S G C K E

H U A R

P E R S E C U T I O N

R S A

T E M P L E
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12 13 14 15

16

17

18

Well done!  All correct!

47
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crosswords)

FORMAT/STOCK CODES/PRICES
(Please tick boxes as required) SUB TOTAL:

 Inc. VAT as
applicable            CD ROM              Photocopy

              Masters

 Christianity Christianity - 10 crosswords, 10 wordsearches, 20
word exercises, clue glossary, solutions, etc.

   LRE1CD
    £24.00

   LRE1PR
    £24.00*

 Issues Issues - 36 crosswords, 36 wordsearches, 72 word
exercises, clue glossary, solutions, etc.

   LRE2CD
    £36.00

   LRE2PR
    £36.00*

 Buddhism Buddhism - 6 crosswords, 6 wordsearches, 12
word exercises, clue glossary, solutions, etc.

   LRE3CD
    £20.00

   LRE3PR
    £20.00*

 Hinduism Hinduism - 8 crosswords, 8 wordsearches, 16
word exercises, clue glossary, solutions, etc.

   LRE4CD
    £22.00

   LRE4PR
    £22.00*

 Islam Islam - 5 crosswords, 5 wordsearches,
10 word exercises, clue glossary, solutions, etc.

   LRE5CD
    £17.00

   LRE5PR
    £17.00*

 Judaism Judaism - 5 crosswords, 5 wordsearches, 10 word
exercises, clue glossary, solutions, etc.

   LRE6CD
    £17.00

   LRE6PR
    £17.00*

 Sikhism Sikhism - 4 crosswords, 4 wordsearches, 8 word
exercises, clue glossary, solutions, etc.

   LRE7CD
    £15.00

   LRE7PR
    £15.00*

 Super
 Bundle!

All seven topics - 74 crosswords, 74
wordsearches, 148 word exercises,

clue glossaries, solutions, etc.

   LRE8CD
    £85.00

   LRE8PR
    £85.00*

   GRAND
   TOTAL   £All U.K. customers (except Channel Islands) must pay the VAT inclusive prices.  A licence, set of terms/

conditions and a VAT invoice/receipt are sent with the goods - allowing eligible schools to reclaim the
VAT.  Official orders are welcome but please attach a completed S.S.E.R. Ltd. order form indicating the
stock code required.  If possible cheques should accompany the orders and are payable to S.S.E.R. Ltd.
N.B.  Owing to the copyright nature of these resources S.S.E.R. Ltd. operates a no
returns policy and does not operate an inspection copy service.  In the rare case
of damaged or faulty goods you must phone to obtain an official returns number.

 Name:
 Position:  Signature:
 School name:
 School address:

 Pupil age range:  Post code:
 School phone :  Fax:

S.S.E.R. Ltd.

Please complete the following table in BLOCK CAPITALS  N.B. Goods are usually despatched within 24hrs. of receiving your order.

The check button provides immediate feedback to the
user by removing all letters and words which have been
incorrectly entered.  Each user can also print off a copy
of their completed crossword (already checked and
verified) from within the browser.

Literacy in R.E.
Christianity 4

© SSER
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Across  

 5 A day when Christians celebrate the resurrection of 
Jesus. (6,6) 

 6 Someone sent by God to pass his message on to the 
people. (7) 

 7 Another name for the Holy Ghost.  Christians believe 
that it is the presence of God at work in the world 
today.  It is part of the three-fold nature of God 
called the Trinity. (4,6) 

 10 The belief that at the end of time, all those who have 
died will be brought back to life.  Christians believe 
that it is possible because they believe that Jesus 
Christ rose from the dead on the third day after the 
crucifixion. (12) 

 13 The church season, which prepares people for the 
coming of Jesus.  It takes place during the four weeks 
before Christmas. (6) 

 15 A part of a steeple or tower of a church, which 
contains the bells.  They ring out to call people to 
worship. (6) 

 18 The belief that following his resurrection, Jesus left 
the Earth to return to God. (9) 

 19 Roman Catholic priests, monks and nuns, take this 
special vow to remain unmarried in order to commit 
themselves totally to the service of God. (8) 

 20 The first day of Lent, traditionally a time of penitence 
- saying sorry for sins committed in the past. (3,9) 

Down  

 1 An area or district that a bishop has responsibility 
over. (7) 

 2 The country in which Jesus lived and died. (9) 
 3 Spelt with a lowercase 'c', it means 'universal'.  The 

term, as it appears in the Apostle's creed, refers to 
the worldwide church. (8) 

 4 A Roman Catholic prayer addressed to the Virgin 
Mary.  It is one of the prayers said while using Rosary 
beads. (4,4) 

 8 The laws given by God to Moses on Mount Sinai.  Jews 
usually call these 'the ten sayings'. (3,12) 

 9 A non-conformist church, which practises the Baptism 
of adults, rather than children. (7,6) 

 11 The belief that Jesus was God's son. (3,2,3) 
 12 An area of Palestine where Jesus grew up. (8) 
 14 A promise to God and yourself to do something or to 

live in a certain way. (3) 
 16 The journey which the Jews made under Moses' 

leadership, out of slavery in Egypt, to the Promised 
Land. (6) 

 17 A special ceremony of membership into the Christian 
church.  It means 'to dip in water'.  Water is used as a
symbol of the washing away of sin. (7) 
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Well done!  All correct!

ORDER fORM

N.B. * Denotes goods not subject to VAT - all other prices include VAT @ 15%. All orders are subject to £3.00 + VAT p&p.

P.O. Box 269,
Loughborough.
England. LE12 7ZL.
Phone/Fax:
(U.K.) 01509 816704
(International) +44 (0)1509 816704
Email SSERLtd@aol.com
Web Site: http://www.sserltd.co.uk


