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Literacy in Geography
Agriculture 1
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Across  

 1 An area of grassland which is grown for hay 
or silage. (6) 

 6 A type of farm which grows crops. (6,4) 
 9 A deep hole in the ground which provides 

water.  A part of the solution to water 
shortage in LEDCs. (4) 

 11 Changing the crops in a field regularly, so as 
to maintain soil quality. (4,8) 

 13 High quality soil which has a good supply of 
nutrients for plant growth. (7,4) 

 15 An extra amount to what is actually needed. 
(7) 

 16 A type of farm which produces milk and milk 
products. (5) 

 17 Sewage waste from farmyard animals. (6) 
 18 The amount of production from an area of 

land. (5) 
 19 The removal of soil by water or wind.  Often 

caused by poor farming methods. (4,7) 

Down  

 2 Industry which produces food from the 
land. (11) 

 3 An area of land used to grow crops or keep 
animals as a business. (4) 

 4 Chemicals applied to the land to kill animal 
pests. (10) 

 5 Environmental damage, e.g. poor air quality 
or contaminated water supply. (9) 

 7 A farm which rears animals. (8,4) 
 8 A farm which is both pastoral and arable. 

(5,4) 
 10 Materials applied to the land which provide 

extra nutrients for plant growth. (10) 
 12 A flat area of land. (5) 
 14 Natural fencing, much of which has been 

removed by farming.  This removal affects 
wildlife habitats, can cause soil erosion and 
changes the character of the landscape. (8) 
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The correct use and understanding of terminology and vocabulary is fundamental to success
in studying Geography.  'Literacy in Geography' identifies over 1,000 key terms and helps
pupils become proficient users of the language of Geography - pupils gain in confidence and
levels of achievement.  The crosswords, wordsearches, glossaries and word exercises can
all be used at any time and are equally suitable for homework, classwork and supporting
exam revision. The resource pack is available as printed photocopy masters (160 pages) or on CD
ROM in both Microsoft Word and Adobe Acrobat formats.  The CD ROM also provides up to 47
interactive crosswords - you can now view, complete, check and print crosswords from within your
favourite Web Browser, e.g. Internet Explorer!  The interactive crosswords are ideally suited for use
on an interactive whiteboard or ordinary monitor.
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Literacy in Geography
Development 1
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M E D C V S X C F N N J M K L C D Q W Z S
M J K L P C F L I T E R A C Y R A T E C D

 
1. Try to find the following words in the wordsearch above. 
2. The words can only be found in rows or columns. 
 
AID 
BORE HOLE 
BY-PASS 
CALORIE 
COLONY 
DERELICT 
DEVELOPING COUNTRY 
DEVELOPMENT 

FAIR TRADE 
GRANTS 
LEDC 
LEISURE 
LIFE EXPECTANCY 
LITERACY RATE 
MEDC 
 

NORTHERN HEMISPHERE 
REDEVELOPMENT 
SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE 
TIED AID 
TRADE 
TRADE AGREEMENT 
WORLD BANK 
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Literacy in Geography
Crossword & Wordsearch Solutions R - S

 
Rivers 5  Rivers 6 
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Rock Landscapes 1  Rock Landscapes 2 
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Rock Landscapes 3  Settlement 1 
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You are free to photocopy and enlarge these small page views for immediate inspection purposes only.  Please respect our copyright.

Use MS Word to edit terminology or alter clues and definitions!

Literacy in Geography
Maps, Graphs & Charts 2

Literacy in Geography
Industry 1

1 2 3 4

5 6 7

8

9

10

11 12 13

14

15

16

17 18

Across  
 1 Skil ls or facilities which people need or  

want, e.g.  water, electricity, restaurants, 
health, transport network, education. (8) 

 4 Things which go towards making a product, 
e.g. capital , labour, raw materials. (5) 

 5 Making things in factories. (13) 
 9 Goods or  raw materials to be transported. 

(7) 

 12 Goods brought into a country from abroad. 
(7) 

 15 The work you do. (3) 
 16 Things which are produced as a result of the 

activity in a factory, e.g. a finished product, 
by-products, profit. (6) 

 17 Another name for 'work'. (10) 

 18 Where products are sold. (6) 

Down  
 2 Products which are sold abroad. (7)  
 3 The trading of goods and services - any 

business activity. (8) 
 4 Money that a person, business or country 

receives, usually from earnings. (6) 
 6 An item which has been made and is ready to

be sold. (8,7) 
 7 The process of producing goods and creating 

wealth. (8) 
 8 Resources naturally present. (3,9) 
 10 Places or facil ities to relax, enjoy, learn or 

shop. (9) 
 11 A place where industrial products are made. 

(7) 
 13 An industry supplying the needs of people 

who visit other places as a leisure activity. 
(7) 

 14 Several roads or r ailways connected 
together. (7)  
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Across  

 2 The cooling power of wind  and  temperature on 
dry human skin. (4,5) 

 5 Vertical lines on a map gri d. (8) 

 10 The height of a particular place, show n as a dot 
on a map. (4,6) 

 11 A pattern of vertical and horizontal lines on a 
map. (4) 

 13 An organi sation that makes h igh qual ity maps. 
(8,6) 

 16 An imaginary line around the Earth at a latitude 
of 66½º South. (9,6)  

 18 A line on a weather map, joining places of equal 
pressure. (6) 

 20 A w ind  comi ng from the North. (9,4) 

 21 Imagi nary lines runni ng parallel to the equator, 
across the Earth. (8,5) 

 22 A line show ing the edge of a country or state or 
di strict. (8) 

 23 The horizontal lines on a map grid. (9)  

Down  

 1  A survey of the entire popul ation.  There is one 
of these every ten years in the U.K. (6) 

 3  Imagi nary lines that cross the Earth from the 
North Pole to the South Pole.  They measure 
di stance East or West of the prime meridian. (9) 

 4  An imaginary line around the Earth at a latitude 
of 66½º North. (6,6) 

 6  A blue triangle show ing the h ighest point in an 
area. (4,5) 

 7  A pi cture generated by a satellite. (9,5) 
 8  A device in orbit which collects, processes and 

sends data about the Earth's atmosphere. (7,9) 
 9  How  thi ngs are spre ad out, e.g. population or life 

expectancy. (12) 
 12 A photograph of the land from an aeroplane. (6,5)
 14 A pl ace where data on temperature, pressure, 

cloud cover, humidity and precipitation is 
collected. (7, 7) 

 15 Directions given in relation to the Earth's pol es. 
(7,6) 

 17 These are used to mark or find  a position on a 
map.  Another name for 'map reference'. (2-9) 

 19 A unit of atmospheric pressure - one thousandth 
of a bar. (8) 

FEATURING

14 topics each

containing crosswords,

wordsearches, answers,

word exercises,
glossaries and Web

crosswords!

Literacy in Geography is structured into 14 core
topics.  The 11-14 pack amounts to 100+ master
pages and the 11-16 pack is over 160 pages in total.
Solutions to the crosswords and wordsearches are also provided.  Differentiate by allowing
pupils to choose between a crossword or wordsearch - the associated word exercise ensures a
similar outcome. The crossword support sheets (see facing page) provide an intermediate task
level between the crosswords and wordsearches.
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Literacy in Geography
Coastal Landforms 2
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Across  

 8 Means 'towards the land'. (8) 

 9 Large boulders which are piled on a beach to reduce 
erosion. (6,6) 

 11 A permanent concrete wall which protects low areas 
from flooding.  A disadvantage is that waves are 
deflected back and cause erosion of the beach. (3,4) 

 13 A large mass of turbulent water causing erosion of the 
shore, resulting from the breaking of large ocean 
waves. (7) 

 14 A fine-textured sedimentary rock formed from tiny 
particles. (4) 

 15 A loose mixture of water and clay or silt sediment. (3) 

 16 A soft, white, fine-grained limestone which is prone to 
coastal features such as caves, arches, blowholes and 
stacks. (5) 

 18 A massive tidal wave caused by volcanic eruption or 
land slide. (7) 

 19 The natural wearing away of the coast by the sea. (7) 

 20 A mass of rounded, coarse pebbles on a beech. (7) 

 21 The water level at high tide. (4,5,4) 

Down   

 1 The collective name for any material (usually silt, 
gravel and sand) deposited by a river or the sea. (8) 

 2 A large wave resulting from a storm, earthquake or 
land slide. (5,4) 

 3 An isolated pillar of rock near the coast, created by th
collapse of an arch, e.g. Old Harry rocks, Dorset. (5) 

 4 The difference between high and low tide levels. (5,5) 
 5 A wet area of mineral soil flooded from time to time 

and covered with vegetation. (5) 
 6 Where the sea meets the shore. (9) 
 7 The gradual rising of the average temperatures on the

Earth.  It causes ice to melt at the poles resulting in se
levels rising and an increased risk of flooding. (6,7) 

 10 A hole in a cliff through which air escapes.  It is 
created by strong air pressure pushing against a weak 
cave roof. (4,4) 

 12 A measure of the strength of a wave.  Calmer waves 
cause deposition, whereas stronger waves cause 
erosion. (4,6) 

 13 Seawater moving down the beach, to return to the sea.
 14 A small inlet in a rocky coastline.  It is smaller than a 

bay and has a narrow opening. (4) 
 17 Seawater moving up the beach. (5) 
 18 The lowest point of a wave - the depression between 

two crests. (6) 
 20 Fine particles which are larger than sand and smaller 

than clay. (4) 

160
Pages

Topic
 

Number of
Crossword &

Wordsearch Sets

11 - 14 11 - 16

 Agriculture 2 3
 Climate and Weather 3 5
 Coastal Landforms 3 4
 Development 1 2
 Ecosystems 3 5
 Glaciation 1 2
 Industry 2 3
 Managing Resources 1 2
 Maps, Graphs and Charts 2 3
 Population 2 3
 Rivers 4 6
 Rock Landscapes 2 3
 Settlement 2 3
 Tectonics 2 3

TOTALS 30 47

N.B. Each set contains one crossword, one
wordsearch, word exercises, solutions and support sheets.
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Literacy in Geography
Climate & Weather 3

C L I M A T E G R A P H M K L P V F R T
V F H N J M K P L R R P L D G T C S W T
P F G T D R D E P R E S S I O N J K I G
H J N M K L G F T D C C V B F G H J N F
C F R O N T A L R A I N L P T P F T D X
B N M J K L T F D R P J M K H T R H B C
R S D F T G K L A T I T U D E L I N E S
P L T E E D F G I Z T T H J R L F G L X
C S D X P K L P R C A J H U M I D I T Y
W Q S G O T F G F X T L R G A M K L P D
B H R E L I E F R A I N F A L L G H J W
A K L P A C F V O X O J R C C P D F R I
R C V B R J K L S G N H O F U L H A I L
C O L D F R O N T V N J N V R H I T H L
H H J K R M F G T V A K T G R J L D R Y
A T F R O S T T S D S L P C E K L C F W
R D J N N N M K L D P T F G N M F L P I
T P L T T C C O N D E N S A T I O N M L
C V X S G D J K L P C M L P V F G X S L
T H J N S A T U R A T E D A I R N H J Y

 

1. Try to find the following words in the wordsearch above. 
2. The words can only be found in rows or columns. 
 
AIR FROST 
ASPECT 
BAR CHART 
CLIMATE GRAPH 
COLD FRONT 
CONDENSATION 
DEPRESSION 

FRONT 
FRONTAL RAIN 
FROST 
HAIL 
HILL FOG 
HUMIDITY 
LATITUDE LINES 

POLAR FRONT 
PRECIPITATION 
RELIEF RAINFALL 
SATURATED AIR 
THERMAL CURRENT 
WILLY-WILLY 
WIND BELT 
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Word Explanation
 composite
 converging
 disaster plan
 diverging
 fissure
 fold mountain
 magma chamber
 plate tectonics
 population density
 ring of fire
 seismograph
 seismology
 seismometer
 shield volcano
 tectonic hazards
 transform plates
 volcanic eruption

Complete the following table. 
The words are from the Tectonics 3 crossword or wordsearch.  Write down 
your own explanation of the words.  Include examples where you can. 

Literacy in Geography - Word Exercise B
 Tectonics 3
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Literacy in Geography
Glaciation 2
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1. Try to find the following words in the wordsearch above. 
2. The words can only be found in rows or columns. 
 

ABRASION 
ARÊTE 
BASKET OF EGGS 
BERGSCHRUND 
CIRQUE 
DRUMLIN 
ERRATIC BLOCK 
ESKER 
GLACIAL TROUGH 

GLACIATED HIGHLANDS 
GROUND MORAINE 
KAME 
KAME TERRACE 
KETTLE HOLE 
LATERAL MORAINE 
MEDIAL MORAINE 
OUTWASH PLAIN 

PYRAMIDAL PEAK 
QUARRYING 
RIBBON LAKE 
ROCHES MOUTONNÉE 
ROTATIONAL SLIP 
SWARM 
TERMINAL MORAINE 
TRUNCATED SPUR 

 

You are free to photocopy and enlarge these small page views for immediate inspection purposes only.  Please respect our copyright.

Suitable to support classwork, homework or exam revision!

The exercises associated with each topic are graded with respect to conceptual difficulty
and therefore teachers can easily decide on the suitability of a crossword for a particular
class or pupil.  Print the word exercises (below left) on the back of crosswords or
wordsearches to complement those activities and to provide pupils with a topic glossary.

'Literacy In Geography' is
easily adapted, e.g. Key word
lists, wall displays, literacy
diaries, exam revision, etc.
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Literacy in Geography
Crossword Support

 
Literacy in  Geography - Crossword Support 

Ecosystems 2 

These w ords are the answers  t o th e c lues .  Use them t o do the crossw ord. 
ari d 
ca rbon cy cle  
co nif erou s 
co nif erou s f ore st 
dec iduo us fore st 
dese rt 
e verg ree n fore st 
fo od c ha in 
 
 

habi ta t 
hum us 
m onso on for est 
m ud fl ow  
om ni vore  
sava nna  
shrub lay er  
sw ol len  ste m  
 

te mp erate  
tre e lay er 
T rop ic of Can cer 
T rop ic of Cap rico rn 
trop ic al rain fore st 
trop ic s 
w ate rlog ge d so il 
 

Literacy in  Geography - Crossword Support 
Ecosystems 3 

These w ords are the answers  t o th e c lues .  Use them t o do the crossw ord. 
ac id ity 
aro ma tic 
b la ck 
b lu e- g rey 
brow n  e arth  
co lou r 
co mm uni ty 
dec iduo us 
 
 

dec om pose  
e col ogy  
e me rge nt 
fo od w e b 
m oss 
p arasi te 
p aren t ro ck  
re dd i sh brow n  
 

shal low  roots 
soi l texture  
sol ar rad iati on 
struc ture 
subso il 
trop ic al climate 
tun dra 
 

Literacy in  Geography - Crossword Support 
Ecosystems 4 

These w ords are the answers  t o th e c lues .  Use them t o do the crossw ord. 
al gal  b lo om 
bio ma ss 
ca blin g 
cl im ax 
def ore statio n 
e cosy stem 
e qua toria l b elt 

fo restry  
g roun d co ver 
in ferti le  soi l 
li chen  
m onso on  
ni trog en cy cle  
no n- re new a ble re sourc e 

p odzo l 
p opu lati on 
p rima ry produ ce r 
se dg e 
suc cul en t 
te mp erate  g rassl ands 
thorn y l ea ves 
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Word  or Phrase Explanation
Describes a volcano which has erupted recently and is likely to do so
again.
A bowl-shaped opening of the volcano.
The outer shell of the Earth.
Describes a volcano which hasn't erupted for a long time.
A sudden movement or violent shaking of the Earth's crust.
The ejection of rock, lava, gas or ash from a volcano.
A volcano which scientists think will not erupt again.
A fracture in a rock.
High quality soil which is good for growing plants.  It is often found
near volcanoes.
One of the four main substances ejected from a volcano.
Molten rock which comes out of a volcano.
The outpouring of lava from a vent or fissure.
Hot, viscous, molten rock in the mantle.
A solid piece of the Earth's crust, which moves very slowly.
A rock ejected from a volcano.
The area around a volcano.
A rift or vent in the Earth's surface through which material from
the mantel is ejected.

Literacy in Geography - Word Exercise A
Tectonics 1

Complete the following table. 
The missing words are the answers from the Tectonics 1 crossword. 
The words will be in alphabetical order when the table is completed. 

47

S T A L A C T I T E S

E G

L D S T A L A G M I T E S R P

I I F A A H

M M R I S C R E E N Y

E E O G B Q I S

S A N D S T O N E L U T I

T T T E P E R M E A B L E C

O A S O R A

N R H U N D E R C U T T I N G L

E Y A S Z W

P R T R B L O C K F I E L D E

A O T O T A

V C H E M I C A L W E A T H E R I N G T

E K R K R O H

M I O R E

E X P A N S I O N S R

N G I I

T O N

O N I O N W E A T H E R I N G

1

2

3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10

11

12

13

14

15 16 17

18

19

Well done!  All correct!
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Across  

 2  A narrow stretch  of land  with wate r on  both 
side s, e.g. land inside a wide meander loop. 
(4,2,4) 

 6  The droppi ng of a load  by a river. (7) 

 9  The movement of goods or people. (9) 

 10  A water carrying rock, such as chalk. (7) 

 13  The area at the top of a river, near the  source. 
(6,4)  

 15  The starting point of a stream or river. (6) 

 17  An other name for 'leisure activity'.  Rivers 
provi de many opportunities for this. (10) 

 19  The creation and escape of water vapour due to 
the Sun heating wate r. (11) 

 20  The chances o f a flood happening. (5,4) 

 21  An  area of hi gher ground. (6) 

 22  A large area of land  drained  by a rive r and  its 
tri butarie s. (8,5) 

Down  

 1  Water fl owing through ri vers, lake s and  streams. 
(7,4)  

 3  In the di rection o f the flow of w ate r. (10)  
 4  A type of very low cloud - not as dense as fog. 

(4) 
 5  The gradie nt of a ri ve r i n the middle and low er 

stage s. (6,8) 
 7  The place w he re a river flow s out i nto the  ocean. 

(5) 
 8  The stage  of a river whic h may feature  

interlocking spurs,  waterfalls or rapids. (5,5) 
 11 A funnel -shaped tidal mouth of a ri ver.  At th is 

point, the fre shw ate r of the river meets tidal 
saltw ater. (7) 

 12 Rainwater dripping from l eave s. (11) 
 14 The droppi ng of mate rial whic h is being 

transported by a river or the sea. (10) 
 15 Small particles that are carrie d by a river. (9,4) 
 16 A de ep pool into w hich  the w aterfall flow s. (6,4) 
 18 Water which  has burst the river bank s and  

overfl ow ed onto nearby land . (5)  

All U.K. customers (except Channel Islands) must pay the VAT inclusive prices.  A licence, set of terms/
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N.B.  Owing to the copyright nature of these resources S.S.E.R. Ltd. operates a no
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Well done!  All correct!
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